November 6, 2014
Honorable Tom Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Thomas L. Tidwell
Chief, U.S. Forest Service
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250
SENT VIA U.S. MAIL AND EMAIL
SUBJECT: HIGH SPEED RAIL THREAT TO SAN GABRIEL MOUNTAINS NATIONAL
MONUMENT
Dear Secretary Vilsack and Chief Tidwell:
Communities from throughout the region shaped by the San Gabriel Mountains were thrilled to see
the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument Designation announced on October 10, 2104. We
read the Proclamation and it was beautifully expressed. We now hope to ensure the intent, vision
and benefits of the Monument are preserved, and we offer our support and assistance.
Our all-volunteer SHPOA Community Improvement Association, located in a residential, equestrian
portion of the City of Los Angeles, represents more than 2,200 households in the community of
Shadow Hills, and we are united together with residential communities, community leaders and
equestrian organizations throughout the Northeast San Fernando Valley totaling well in excess of
100,000 residents in a new coalition named “S.A.F.E.,” which stands for “Save Angeles Forest for
Everyone.”
Our purpose is to stop the California High Speed Rail Authority (HSR) in its attempt to study and
construct a High Speed Rail/Bullet Train proposal that would feature multiple tunnels in excess of
30 miles in length tunneled through the new San Gabriel Mountains National Monument and Angeles
National Forest from Palmdale to Burbank (“yellow banana”). We believe this HSR proposal, in its
study, construction and operational phases, is illegal, a dangerous precedent and contrary to the
vision of the Monument to set aside a natural landmark to be maintained for public enjoyment and
study. Just imagine a proposal to bore a tunnel through Mt. Rushmore, Joshua Tree Monument or
the Washington Monument!

About two months ago, with no advance notice, the California High Speed Rail Authority introduced
the above, yellow colored alternative/alignment at public EIR scoping meetings. Unless stopped
immediately, the High Speed Rail Authority likely will include study of this alternative in an
upcoming EIR. This EIR will take several years to complete, placing the National Monument and our
communities in limbo for that entire time. Further, by attempting to study this clearly infeasible
alternative, the Authority will be diverting and wasting millions of tax payer dollars and precious
time away from improving previously studied and much more plausible alignments, as well as
searching for new and more acceptable alignments.
In addition to the National Monument designation, we are challenging the High Speed Rail Authority
that the Forest (and now the Monument) are not an “existing transportation or utility corridor” as
required in the legislation. Unfortunately, HSR is being pushed fast and hard politically here in
California and, despite being embroiled in many similar land use battles and lawsuits throughout
the State, the Authority is pushing its way over, under and through mountains, wetlands, populated
regions, communities and the will of the public. Statewide and here in Los Angeles County, they
have not developed an effective means of communicating and working with densely populated
urban areas and communities such as ours. Locally, we are not getting timely or sufficient response
from the HSR Authority Board or the HSR management team to our written questions and comments
(note: more than 6,000 comments from more than 1,000 respondents were submitted during the
EIR scoping period which ended in September 2014).
In reading the Proclamation, we read with caution what is referred to as “Special Uses
Authorities,” and are very concerned that the HSR Authority has every intention of seeking
exemptions, approvals or misconstruing legislation and the Monument rules to tunnel through the
San Gabriel Mountains National Monument and Angeles National Forest, just as they are ignoring
the fact that the “Angeles Forest alternative” is not in an existing transportation and utility
corridor as required by the legislation. We are aware that the HSR Authority presently is studying
the impact of the National Monument designation. Clearly, they are seeking loopholes to exploit.
We believe they will treat their "yellow banana" alternative(s) as a fait accompli and include it into
the EIR unless they are confronted right away. They would then use the next 3-4 years of EIR study
to further rationalize their selection, effectively challenging anyone to stop them in any way,
including expensive litigation. This alternative should not be allowed to be studied, finessed or in
any way legitimized by including it in the EIR.

We are respectfully seeking three things from the Department and the U.S. Forest Service at this
time:
1. Explanation of what protections the San Gabriel National Monument status provides at this
time relative to this massive tunneling proposal.
2. Consideration by the Department and the U.S. Forest Service to preemptively disallow the
High Speed Rail Authority from studying this alternative in the upcoming EIR, which would
effectively kill the plan to tunnel through the Monument and National Forest.
3. Guidance as to how we can stay in regular communication with you about the development
of the management plan and provide whatever input and assistance possible to ensure that
both the intent of the National Monument is preserved and the Department of Agriculture
and U.S. Forest Service are not taken advantage of by the HSR Authority which could seek
exemptions or special considerations that would allow the tunneling proposal to advance.
Sirs, we are all volunteers, we are all residents of this area. The present HSR threat came
unannounced and has consumed us for the past three months and threatens to change our lives and
land for many more. We live and recreate in the areas so eloquently described in the Proclamation.
This is an important test of what the Monument stands for and how the Federal Government will
enforce the Monument designation and implement a timely vision. It will set an important
precedent.
Please advise us on who we can communicate with, perhaps you or a member of your staff, to
make sure our concerns are understood and taken under advisement, and we request ongoing
information and updates related to the Monument and related activities such as development of
the management plan. We have many other entities that would want to receive such information
and we’d be happy to assist you in identifying them. Please direct any communications to me at
either 818-352-7618 ( home phone), 310-502-7928 (cell phone) or ddepinto@depintomorales.com
(email).
Thank you very much for your consideration.
Sincerely,

David J. DePinto
President, Shadow Hills Property Owners Association
Member, S.A.F.E. Coalition (Save Angeles Forest for Everyone)
Cc:

Thomas A. Contreras, Forest Supervisor – USDA Forest Service
Mary Wagner, Associate Chief, U.S. Forest Service
Tony Tooke, U.S. Forest Service
Congresswoman Judy Chu
Congressman Adam Schiff
Congressman “Buck” McKeon
Congressman Tony Cardenas
Councilman Felipe Fuentes, City of Los Angeles
Assemblyman Raul Bocanegra, State of California
S.A.F.E. Coalition Members

